Introduction




« First, abrief statement will be
made regarding the history and
background of decentralization In
the field of education in Japan
after the World War 1.



¢ Secondary, given the fact that
serious efforts for decentralization
have been made in a short period
of time since 1998 and swiftly
enacted into laws, the current
conditions and key changes will
be assessed from the view points
of the educational administrative
system as awhole.



« Thirdly, areport will be made
about how authorization and
relationship between the state and
local boards of education. may be
affected through the
decentralization.



o Fourthly, in the perspective of
further decentralization, the
relationship relevant to authority
among local boards of education
and the board system itself.will be
discussed, and their functions,
strategies and Issues also will be
reviewed.



Lastly, anew issue will be
presented after analyzing and
reviewing the following current
strategic Issues in the context of
development of school autonomy;
(1) promoting discretion power of
schoolmasters, (i1) regulations for
school administration, and (ii)
participation of the communities
and parents.



1. History ot School
Autonomy after the War



2. Background of
Decentralization and its
Connotation in Japan



3. Review of
Authorization-Related
Relationship regarding

between the State (Ministry of
Education, Culture, Sports,

Science and Technology) and
Local Boards of Education



4. Review of Local Boards
of Education and Issues
therein



5. Expanded Discretion of
the Boards of Education
and Schools



